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Getting Started in Family History with American Ancestors is a series of free

downloads and short videos that covers the basic research methods genealogists use to
find and verify information. Explore the entire series at Getting Started in Family History.



https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/getting-started-series
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Perhaps you have a family story that an ancestor fought in the Revolutionary War. How do you know this is
true? First, consider the age of your ancestor. If he was born between 1735 and 1760 and living in 1775-1776, he
may have served. Typically, a Revolutionary War soldier was between the ages of 18 and 35, although a few were
younger, and a few were older.

If you have an ancestor of the right age living during the Revolutionary War, note his colony of residence—and, if
he survived the war, note which state he lived in after the war. Then take the next step and consult the records.

What Records Exist About Revolutionary War Service?

A surprising number of options exist for researching your Revolutionary War ancestor. You may find information
in published compilations and accounts, as well as original records.

You might start your research with a volume from the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Lineage
Books (check your local library) or by searching the DAR Genealogical Research System (GRS) for your ancestor’s
name. The Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) maintains the Patriot Research System (PRS).

Or you may use a published compilation such as Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the Revolution or Record
of Service of Connecticut Men (see below under Resources for FamilySearch.org’s collection of published books
of state rosters). These volumes digitally reproduce books

published by states listing rolls of soldiers. 102  MASSACHUSETTS SOLDIERS AND SAILORS

TUCKER, GEORGE, Mansfield. Private, Capt. John Allen’s co., Col. Thomas Car-
penter’s regt. ; entered service July 27, 1780; discharged July 30, 1780; service,
6 days, at Rhode Island on an alarm, including travel (2 days) home; regiment
detached from Bristol Co. militia to serve for 6 days.

You may find evidence of your ancestor’s military service in
original records maintained by the National Archives and

Records AdmlnlStratlon (NARA)3 SuCh as a mUSter rOHS) TUCKER, GEORGE, Milton. Private, Capt. John Bradley’s (Milton) co. of militia.
. . . Col. Lemuel Robinson’s regt., which rendered service after the fight at Con-
pension, or bounty land application files. These records o & it amplation of i saliiE Ay e
h b . ﬁl d d 1 bl f 1 Bradley’s co., Col. Benjamin Gill’s regt.; service, 5 days; company marched
ave been micronimed and are avaiabdle Irom severa to Dorchester Neck March 4, 1776, to assist army when the forts were erected
1. . h ld d on the Heights; also, Capt. Josiah Vose’s (Milton) co.; service from April
online services such as Ancestry.com, Fold3.com, an 13 to April %6, 1776, 12 dags, in defence of seacoast.
Famil;zSearch.org. Figure 1 - Extract from Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the Revolution.

Table 1: What Records Are Available?

Where to
Publicati What is it?
ublication atisi Find Online

United States Revolutionary War Compiled FamilvSearch.or
Service Records, 1775-1783 Abstracts of information about soldiers from muster Fol d3ycom 018

rolls, pay rolls, and other documents Ances.tr com
NARA Microfilm publication M881 Y
Revolutionary War Rolls, 1775-1783 Images of muster rolls, payrolls, strength returns, and Eiﬁglycsoe;rch.org
NARA Microfilm publication M246 other personnel, pay, and supply records Ancestry.com
Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty- FamilvSearch.or
Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900 | Images of documents assembled during the process of Fol d3ycom 018

applying for a pension or bounty land Ances.tr com
NARA Microfilm publication M804 ¥



https://www.dar.org/library/collections/dar-lineage-resources
https://sarpatriots.sar.org/
https://www.ancestry.com
https://www.fold3.com/?group=1
https://www.familysearch.org/en
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What Information Do They Contain?

The information you find about your ancestor depends on the type of record you view. For example, the pension or
bounty land file is most likely to have details about the soldier beyond his name and service rank. As the pension
file includes affidavits from the soldier and those who knew him well, the file presents numerous opportunities to
find genealogical information.
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Table 2: Genealogical Information in Revolutionary War Era Military Records

Type of Record Information

o Name of soldier

« Rank, regiment, and commanding officer
« State from which served

o Date of commission or enlistment

o Term of enlistment, e.g., 3 months, 1 year
« Pay records

o Type of records in file

United States Revolutionary War Compiled Service
Records, 1775-1783

o Name of soldier

 Rank, company, and battalion

» Terms of service

Revolutionary War Rolls, 1775-1783 « Event place

« Age or estimated birth year

« Date of enlistment

« Possible injuries, illness, hospitalization, or furloughs

« Veteran's name

« Name of person applying for pension

« Veteran’s birth date or age at application
o Current residence

« Birthplace

o Death date and place

« Marriage date and place

« Names of children

o Ages or birth dates of children

Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant
Application Files, 1800-1900

How To Use Revolutionary War Records in Family History Research?

To find your ancestor in Revolutionary War records it is very helpful to know:
o The name of the soldier
« The colony from which he served and the state where he lived after the war
 The approximate dates of military service

 Military unit, e.g., Infantry, Calvary, Riflemen

These records will help you document an application to a lineage society such as the DAR or the SAR.
The records also help to flesh out our ancestor’s life.

Finding Your Revolutionary War Ancestor at American Ancestors

American Ancestors has two videos to help the family historian research their Revolutionary War Ancestor:
« Come Join the Revolution: Applying to the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution
« Early Military Resources at NEHGS: Colonial Wirs to War of 1812



https://www.americanancestors.org/video-library/come-join-revolution-applying-national-society-daughters-america
https://www.americanancestors.org/video-library/early-military-resources-nehgs-colonial-wars-war-1812
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Resources
Books

James C. Neagles and Lila L. Neagles, Locating Your Revolutionary War Ancestor: A Guide to the Military Records
(Logan, Utah: Everton Publishers, 1983).

This book is a helpful resource to get started with locating your Revolutionary War ancestor. Available at
FamilySearch.org, it begins with descriptions of the Revolutionary War’s military organizations, the Militia, the
Continental Line, the Navy, and the Marines. It then lists the battles of the war, and then moves into a detailed
discussion of key military records.

FamilySearch has made available digitized copies of published state rosters under the database title “United States
Rosters of Revolutionary War Soldiers and Sailors, 1775-1783”

Online Databases

“United States Revolutionary War Compiled Service Records, 1775-1783” may be found at:

o FamilySearch.org
o Fold3.com

» Ancestry.com

“Revolutionary War Rolls, 1775-1783” may be found at:

 FamilySearch.org
o Fold3.com

o Ancestry.com

“Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900” may be found at:

« FamilySearch.org
o Fold3.com

o Ancestry.com

To Learn More

o Explore the Research Guides at American Ancestors

« Or watch a video on getting started with genealogical research

« Take an online class at the Brue Family Learning Center


https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/464461?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2546162
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2546162
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1849623
https://www.fold3.com/publication/470/revolutionary-war-service-records
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1309/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/2068326
https://www.fold3.com/publication/469/revolutionary-war-rolls
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4282/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1417475
https://www.fold3.com/publication/467/revolutionary-war-pensions
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1995/
https://americanancestors.org/tools/research-guides
https://americanancestors.org/video-library
https://americanancestors.org/events
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About American Ancestors/NEHGS

Founded in 1845, New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) is the country’s leading resource for
family history research. We help genealogists of all skill levels improve their knowledge and understanding of their
family and its place in history. Our award-winning website, AmericanAncestors.org, is the online repository for
more than 1.4 billion searchable names from America and beyond. Although our name says New England, we
provide research and expertise in nearly all areas of family history.

Our Mission

To advance the study of family history in America and beyond, we educate, inspire, and connect people through
our scholarship, collections, and expertise.

Databases

AmericanAncestors.org provides access to 1.4+ billion records spanning the United States, the British Isles,
continental Europe, and beyond, including one of the most extensive online collections of early American
genealogical records, the largest searchable collection of published genealogical research journals and magazines,
and the only online source for records from Boston’s Catholic Archdiocese.

Education

We provide exclusive, in-depth learning opportunities online and in person, including lectures, seminars, intensive
research programs, tours, and special events designed to benefit family history researchers of all levels.

Expert Help

Our expert staff of researchers and genealogists are among the most respected and advanced in the profession.
Ask a Genealogist, our free online chat service, allows family historians to ask short research or history questions
and get real-time answers from our experts. We also provide in-depth research assistance with our Personal
Genealogist for the Day service and research-for-hire projects.

Research Center

Named by USA Today as a top 10 world destination for family history, all are invited to visit our eight-story
research center, library, and archive where we offer the largest collection of original family history research
materials in the country. Our growing collection dates from the fourteenth century to the present and spans
North America, Europe, and beyond.

Original Scholarship

We produce significant original research and publications in genealogy, including the longest continually
published academic journal in the field, the Register. We also publish the quarterly American Ancestors magazine,
the biannual Mayflower Descendant journal, a weekly email newsletter, and landmark study projects in New
England research.

AmericanAncestors.org
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http://AmericanAncestors.org
https://americanancestors.org/
https://americanancestors.org/expert-help/ask-a-genealogist-chat
https://americanancestors.org/

