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Huntsville dancer Jarell Rochelle performs a narrative dance during Saturday's "Honoring Black History” program at the Wynne
| Home Arts Center, Before Rochelle danced, his wife, Madeline, spoke from the heart about her daily experiences living in a loving

—| interracial marriage.

An important history lesson

Community activist, college professor, artists, dancers, poet and singer

get together for special Black History Month program at Wynne Home

By Marissa NUngz
MNUNEZ(EEITEMONLINE, COM

Wet weather couldn’t keep some
Huntsville residents from attend-
ing the first of two special events
at the Wynne Home Arts Center in
honor of Black History Month on
Saturday.

The afterncon event was host-
ed by the Wynne Home in part-
nership with the Walker County
Genealogical Society and featured
special performances and presen-
tations from local artists, activists
and more.

) ch presentation, ranging from
|| dance to song and spoken-word
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Huntsville's Richard Watkins provides some background information to ick off

Saturday's ‘Honoring Black History" program at the \Wynne Home Arts Center. A his-
tory buff, Watkins faiked about his family’s roots that run deep in Walker County. He
also reminded folks why it's so important to study black history. -
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that were quite unique in its own
right and my family falls into
that category,” Watkins said. 1
have to take my hat off to (the
Walker County Genealogical
Society) because you guys have
really done some wonderful
things to bring into the forefront
contributions and situations that
existed in our community that
people never knew about, ...

“If you have a chance, look
at the ‘Pathfinder’ book that
is displayed because that will
give you an example of what
this community produced in the
black community over a period
of years. We have nationally re-
nowned opera singers. people
who have become successful
business owners and govern-
ment workers. ... This commu-
nity was very unique.”

Kyle Ainsworth, special col-
lections librarian at Stephen
E Austin State University and
manager of the Texas Runaway
Slave Project, gave an informa-
tive presentation over how run-
away slave advertisements have
been crucial in learning more
about the history of slavery in
Texas.

“While the words of the mas-
ter describing are degrading,
racist and visceral, runaway
slave advertisements are un-
mtended records of resistance
m the pursuit of fresdom.”
Ainsworth said. “We must re-
member these peaple and re-
member slavery in Texas, which
while 150 years gone, is still so
imporiant to the identity and
history of the state™

Local dance artist Jarell
Rochelle performed a narra-
tive dance piece to chronicle
his exper&enca germg up and
llvmg in today’s society as an
Affican-American male. Before
perﬁ)rmmg his picce, his wife,
Rochelle. read an es-
shc wrme mplammg her

A diver
during a
slaves in Texas. M
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out in public. this is one of the
first things Pve noticed. [ was

" suddenly ‘aware of those stop
s L T ;

€35 10 look behind the veil of
white privilege into a life of
someéene who does not dai-
Iy ber efit Irom being a white

James Rochelle, lefi,
prefaces a poem he
delivered Saturday

with facts about the
number of black men
who are incarcerated

in the United States.

He compared that with
the nurmber of biack
men who are pursuing
a college education.
Rochelle’s poem was
about black fathers in
America and the citical
roles they played in the
lives of their children.

tioned myself as to why I had
never noticed the truth of what
had been right in front of me
all along. 'Lhercs so much to

F. Auslin State University, talks about his Texas Runaway Slave Project
n Saturday. Ainsworth has spent several years researching runaway
ed through different kinds of records

and a performance from Ilo-
cal self-taught artist Semone
Robinson.

The Wynne Home Arts
Center will be hesting anoth-
er special program in honor
of Black History Month next
Saturday, beginning at 4 p.m.
The event is open to the com-
munity and geared toward both
parents and children, and will
feature a presentation from
Naomi Carrier from the Texas
Center for African American
Living History.

Carrier will be conducting a
re-enactment of an Underground
Railroad story titled “Fugitives
of Passion” That will be fol-
lowedbyammnmandqnm
session. Carrier will also be do-




