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�7�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���\�R�X�U���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V�·���O�L�Y�H�V���L�W���L�V���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���R�U��
a family member served in the military. Military records 
can provide valuable insights into the lives of your 
ancestors. Many records can also provide vital record 
information and even �G�D�W�D���R�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���G�L�G�Q�·�W���V�H�U�Y�H��
but were related to the ancestor. 

 
 

 Are They the Right Age to Serve? Often 
genealogists think an ancestor served in a specific 
military conflict, when actually, they were too young 
or too old to have served. Use the Ages of 
Servicemen in Wars chart via FamilySearch Wiki. 

 
 Check Yearbooks for Military Service 
Enlistments: During World War I and World 
War II, if high school students were serving in 
the military, very often there might be a special 
section listing their names, military branch, 
and area of service. 

 Determine Military Service, Rank, and Division: 
This is probably the most important search data 
needed to get started with military records. You 
may need t�R���J�H�W���F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���«���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�V����
search for newspaper articles, etc. 

 
 Volunteer Military Service: Did your ancestor 
sign up for a state militia or volunteer with the 
National Guard? Peacetime service also 
produced many military records. Remember to 
also check on the state level for these records. 

 Interview Relatives: You may gain information as 
�W�R���\�R�X�U���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���D�Q�F�H�V�W�R�U�V�·���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���E�\���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J��
relatives. Use email, Zoom calls, or the telephone 
and try to extract as much information as you can.  

  Research Military Reunions: Starting with 
the US Civil War, groups of veterans would 
meet on regular basis. Groups like the Grand 
Army of the Republic would publish meeting 
records including yearbooks.  

 Check Newspaper Articles: Find various details 
as to military service using historical newspapers. 
Look for draft notices, enlistment lists, roll of honor 
listings as well as articles about your ancestor and 
military service. 

 
 Check Family Photos: Are you sitting on old 
family photos depicting servicemen and 
servicewomen? Scan the images and examine 
the uniform worn, any service medals and 
ribbons, etc. 

 Request Military Records: for US records, file a 
Request Pertaining to Military Records with the 
National Archives. NARA will only send selected 
pages they believe are pertinent to the military 
service. You may need to file a further request for 
the ENTIRE FILE which is rich in documents. 

  Understand Available Resources: Use the 
FamilySearch Wiki to determine what military 
records exist and how they can be accessed. 
Understand the formation of branches of 
service, i.e. the US Air Force was part of the US 
Army prior to 1947. 

 

Check out the Military Records Genealogy Resource List on the back page! 
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Military Records for Genealogy Resource List 
General Resources 

�x MyHeritage Military Records 
https://www.myheritage.com/research/catalog/category-3000/military  

�x �&�\�Q�G�L�·�V���/�L�V�W���² Military Records 
https://www.cyndislist.com/military-worldwide/ 

Australian Resources 
�x Australia Military Records (FamilySearch) 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Australia_Military_Records 

�x �&�\�Q�G�L�·�V���/�L�V�W���² Australia Military Records 
https://www.cyndislist.com/australia/military/  

Canadian Resources 
�x Canada Military Records (FamilySearch) 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Canada_Military_Records 

�x �&�\�Q�G�L�·�V���/�L�V�W���² Canada Military Records 
https://www.cyndislist.com/canada/military/  

UK Resources 
�x British Military Records (FamilySearch Wiki) 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/British_Military_Records 

�x �&�\�Q�G�L�·�V���/�L�V�W���² UK Military Records 
https://www.cyndislist.com/uk/military/  

US Resources 
�x Ages of Servicemen in Wars (FamilySearch Wiki) 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Ages_of_Servicemen_in_Wars 

�x Archive Grid �² Military Records 
https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/?q=military+records&p=1&ft=1 

�x �&�\�Q�G�L�·�V���/�L�V�W���² US Military Records 
https://www.cyndislist.com/us/military/  

�x Genealogy Research in Military Records (National Archives) 
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/genealogy 

�x Military Records Tips for Beginners (FamilySearch Wiki) 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Military_Records_Tips_for_Beginners 

�x Nationwide Gravesite Locator 
https://www.cem.va.gov/gravelocator/ 

�x Online Military Indexes & Records 
https://www.militaryindexes.com/ 

�x Pritzker Military Library and Museum 
http://www.pritzkermilitary.org/  

�x Request Military Service Records (National Archives) 
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records 

�x Soldiers and Sailors Database (National Archives) 
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm 

�x United States Military Old Soldiers Home Records (FamilySearch Wiki) 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Military_Old_Soldiers_Home_Records 

�x War of 1812 Pension Files (Fold3) 
https://www.fold3.com/title/ 761/war -of-1812-pension-files 
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Service Records
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Civil War (1861–1865)
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Fast Facts
Coverage: Pre-World War I military con�icts, with notes 
about service dating to 1775

Jurisdiction where kept : US War Department, main-
tained by the National Archives

Key details: Soldier's name, age, rank, military unit, dates 
and places of enlistment and musters, date and place of 
discharge, sometimes place of birth, physical description

Alternates and substitutes : Draft records, pension 
records, lineage society applications, bounty land grants, 
military payrolls and ledgers, soldiers' home records, 
1890 special census of Civil War veterans and widows
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Citation: Compiled service record, Newel King, Pvt., Co. B, 91st Ohio Infantry; Carded Records, Volunteer Organizations, Civil War; 

Record Group 94: Records of the Adjutant General’s O�  ce, 1782–1917, National Archives, Washington, DC. 

At a Glance: Civil War Service Record

1  The Company Descriptive 

Book section of Newel King's 

CMSR shows he was 23 when 

he enlisted 6 August 1862. This 

gives an approximate birth year 

of 1839. The card also states his 

place of birth: Gallia County, 

Ohio. These clues could lead to 

his parents’ names.

2  The jacket contains several 

company muster roll cards. This 

one, for September and October 

1864, reports Newel was absent 

from the company because he’d 

been hospitalized for illness. 

3  The company muster-out roll 

shows Newel was discharged 

24 June 1865 in Cumberland, 

Md. Note that his age was still 

23 years; the military used the 

same age throughout a man’s 

term of service as a means of 

identi� cation.

S O U R C E  S P O T L I G H T

�

� Read an extended version of this guide—including 
information on the Spanish-American War and a 
bonus sample CMSR from the Revolutionary War—
at <www.familytreemagazine.com/records/military/
military-service-records-workbook>.

� �
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Draft Records
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Fast Facts
Coverage: Civil War, World War I, World War II

Jurisdiction where kept : The US federal government; 
records held by the National Archives and Records 
Administration and its branches

Key details: Name, address, age, date and/or place of 
birth, race, citizenship status, marital status, employ-
ment information, name of nearest relative, physical 
characteristics

Alternates and substitutes : Military enlistment rosters, 
service records, state adjutant general’s records, military 
unit histories, military pension records, newspapers, and 
county histories
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Citation: “U.S. World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918,” digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : 

accessed 26 October 2022), card for Gilman Stanton Sanborn, serial no. 311, Cody, Park County, Wyoming.

At a Glance: WWI Draft Record

1  At 45 years old, Gilman Stanton Sanborn 

was at the upper end of the draft range. 

After amendments, the Selective Service 

Act required men age 18 to 45 to register.

2  Draft cards can substitute for early birth 

records. Gilman was born in 1872. Like many 

states, Wyoming didn’t begin keeping birth 

records until the early 1900s.

3  WWI draft cards indicate whether immi-

grants were naturalized or if not, whether 

they had declared intention for citizenship.

4  Who was Gertrude D. Sanborn, Gilman’s 

nearest relative? Draft records often provide 

evidence of wives, parents or siblings.

5  Each card has two sides. The reverse notes 

the man’s physical description, with a stamp 

showing where he registered.
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� The online version of this article includes a bonus 
sample Civil War draft record, a toolkit of web-
sites and publications, and links to Family Tree
advice on records from each con� ict <www.
familytreemagazine.com/records/military/
draft-records-genealogy-workbook>.
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Field Manual

Editors of Family Tree Magazine

•guides to
speci� c
con� icts

•sample
records

•key websites

Includes ...
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Shelley K. Bishop

Con�ict name & years 
of US involvement

Dates registrations held Birthdate range of eligible men

World War I (1917–1918)
Ÿ 5 June 1917 (ages 21–31)
Ÿ 5 June 1918 (age 21)
Ÿ 12 September 1918 (ages 18–45)

13 September 1873 to 12 September 1900

World War II (1941–1945)

Ÿ 16 October 1940 (ages 21–35)
Ÿ 1 July 1941 (age 21)
Ÿ 16 February 1942 (ages 20–45)
Ÿ 27 April 1942 (ages 45–65)
Ÿ 30 June 1942 (ages 18–20)
Ÿ 10–31 December 1942 (age 18)

28 April 1877 to 31 December 1924

At a Glance: US Drafts for WWI and WWII
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Fold3
FOLD3 AIMS TO be the premiere online source for research-
ing US military records. Launched in 2007 as Footnote.com, 
the site originally sought to publish a range of digitized 
original documents from the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) <www.archives.gov> and other repos-
itories. Ancestry.com <ancestry.com> acquired Footnote 
in 2010 and narrowed the site’s focus to military records. 
Ancestry.com later renamed the site Fold3, a reference to 
the �ag-folding ceremony in which the third fold is said to 
memorialize veterans. 

Key resources here include Revolutionary War pension 
�les (from NARA micro�lm M804, which has the complete 
pension �les); a growing collection of War of 1812 pension 
records (free to access without a subscription and digitized 
as part of the Preserve the Pensions Project); Civil War ser-
vice records; some Civil War “Widows’ Pensions;” FBI Case 
Files; WWII “Old Man’s Draft” registration cards; and pho-
tos, Navy cruise books and casualty lists from more recent 
wars. 

Nonmilitary records from the Footnote days include city 
directories, naturalizations, Native American enrollment 
cards and Nebraska homestead records. You also can search 
the indexes to pensions on FamilySearch, but you need to fol-
low the links to Fold3 to view record images.

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

Level Bene�ts Cost

Basic  � access free records and 
member images
 � upload images
 � create Memorial Pages
 � spotlight record images 
 � annotate member images

free

All-access all of the above, plus access 
and share premium record 
images

$79.95/year 
or $7.95/
month 
(look for 
discounts for 
Ancestry.com 
members)

Most of Fold3’s key military records, such as Revolution-
ary War pension and service �les, indexes to service and 
pension �les from the War of 1812 and the Civil War, and 
draft registration cards the World Wars, are also available 
on Ancestry.com. Many record indexes are searchable at 
Family Search <www.familysearch.org>, which sends you to 
Fold3 to view the record.

How to Search

These search techniques will help you �nd your ancestors’ 
records among Fold3’s bounty:

 � SEARCH FOR A NAME. Use the search boxes at the top of 
the home page to �nd a name in all the site’s records. The 
Search tab lets you add other criteria. Those include a key-
word that might appear in the record you want, the place, a 
year range, and how recently the record was added to Fold3 
(great if you’re repeating a search and want to see only new 
results). 

You also can decide whether to get results in records 
indexed by optical character recognition (OCR) software, 
such as newspapers and city directories. In these records, a 
�rst and last name you type may not appear close together. 
To improve your results in OCR-indexed records, search on a 
name as a phrase in the keyword box, such as “John Q. Smith” 
and “Smith John Q.”

For example, a search on the name of my relative Frank 
Shaubut produces a few matches. One, an index to Civil War 

URL: <www.fold3.com>

Contact: 1-800-613-0181, <www.fold3.com/help>

Major sister sites: Ancestry.com <ancestry.com>, 
Ancestry ProGenealogists <www.progenealogists.com>, 
Ancestry Academy <ancestryacademy.com/browse>, 
Ancestry Institution <ancestry.com/cs/us/institution> , 
RootsWeb <home.rootsweb.com>, Newspapers.com <www.
newspapers.com>, Find A Grave <www.�ndagrave.com>, 
Archives.com <www.archives.com>

Major collections: US military records, some US census 
records and British military records, user-contributed 
Memorial Pages

Social media: <www.facebook.com/foldthree>, <twitter.
com/fold3>



service records, says he was a private in Company E of the 
9th Infantry of the Minnesota Volunteers. Two matches in 
city directories show he worked as an accountant in New 
Orleans in 1867 and 1868. The other match is a memorial 
page where Fold3 members can add photos, stories, facts and 
links to more information about him.

 � FILTER YOUR RESULTS. If your search doesn’t produce the 
records you want, try a broad search with just a name, then 
use Fold3’s sophisticated �lters to narrow your results. The 
right side of your search results page will show every record 
matching your search. To the left, you’ll see �ltering options. 
There, checkboxes let you limit your results to speci�c mili-
tary con�icts, to nonmilitary records, or to contributions from 
Fold3 members (such as memorial pages and photo uploads). 

Click the Add a Date or Add a Place buttons to add more 
�lter options. The former gives you a timeline and calendar, 
while the latter allows you to drill down from country to 
state to city.

 � FOCUS ON KEY COLLECTIONS. On the home page, click on 
a war to view lists of popular record collections and new or 
updated collections. For example, click on US Revolutionary 
War and you’ll see a summary page about the con�ict, includ-
ing a few featured publications and a search bar to search all 
records from that con�ict. The most popular collections in 
each group are usually the largest and most useful ones.

 � BROWSE COLLECTIONS. If you want to see what collec-
tions Fold3 has for a given con�ict—or you know when and 
where your ancestor’s record was created—browse to the 
record set you want, then navigate through it page by page. 
Click on the Browse tab and select a category on the left (such 
as Civil War), then select a publication. 

You can do a search at any point when drilling down 
through the hierarchical record arrangement by using the 
search box at the top of the page. For example, you could 
search the entire Civil War category or work your way down 
the levels to the Civil War Pensions Index, a state, an arm of 
service (such as cavalry or infantry), and, �nally, company. So 
if a search for a soldier doesn’t turn up a match in the pen-
sions index, but you know the unit in which he served, you 
could browse the records for that unit.

Subcategories depend on how the collection is organized—
you might select a volume number, year range, place or 
alphabetical range. 

When you’ve homed in on record images, click one to open 
it in the Fold3 viewer. Click the �lmstrip icon at the bottom 
to page through the records. Note that you can download 
only one page at a time, which can take a while for long ser-
vice records and pension �les.

 � GET COPIES OF RECORDS. If you find a reference to a 
record that’s not online, order a copy. For example, Fold3 has 
digitized index cards to War of 1812 and Civil War pensions, 
but doesn’t have all the pension applications online. These 
usually provide more family information than service �les. 

In person at NARA, you can make copies from paper 
records. You can also request copies by mail or online. You 
can receive your order as a paper reproduction or as PDF 
�les on a CD or DVD or by email. 

Order ful�llment can take up to a year, so it’s often faster—
and cheaper—to hire a professional researcher. See NARA’s 
list of researchers available for hire at <www.archives.gov/
research/hire-help>. Look for one in the Washington, D.C., 
area who specializes in genealogy and family history records 
or military records.

Insider Advice

Be a Fold3 search master with these tips: 
 � SEARCH WITH A WILDCARD. If you’re unsure how your 

relative’s name is spelled in a record, you can search with wild-
cards in the names boxes, as well as in the keyword and place 
search boxes (available on the advanced search form). Use an 
asterisk * to stand in for any number of letters. For example, a 
search on the last name Olmst*d �nds Olmsted and Olmstead.

 � GET A FREE TRIAL. Click the 7-Day Free Trial link on the 
home page to try Fold3 for free. You’ll have to enter your 
contact information and credit card. If you don’t want to 
purchase a subscription, you must cancel before the end of 
the trial to avoid charges. You can do so using the Account 
Details link under your user name. Additionally, FamilySe-
arch Centers and participating libraries <www.familysearch.
org/locations>  have complimentary access to Fold3.

 � ACCESS FREE RECORDS. Some collections at Fold3 are 
totally free to access. From the bottom of the page, click List 
All Records, then look for collections that have a small green 
Free icon in their title. Note: Searching records is free, but 
you’ll need to subscribe to view most record details. Run a 
few searches for your ancestor’s name before subscribing to 
see if the site has records you’re interested in.

 � ANNOTATE RECORDS. When you �nd a record of inter-
est, use the plus button in the image viewer toolbar at the 
top to add notes about people, places and dates the record 
mentions. For example, if a record refers to a woman by her 
married surname, you could add her maiden name. These 
annotations become searchable, and others interested in that 
record can contact you through the site. Note that the plus 
button on the right enlarges the image.

 � DON’T GIVE UP ON BAD LINKS. Occasionally, a name in 
an index is linked to the wrong record, but if you browse 
around, you might �nd the right record. Searching for the 
name Reuben Shaubhut, I got a match in US Veterans Admin-
istration Pension Payment Cards. But it links to the card for 
Joseph Shaubarker. I clicked on View Larger and then on the 
left arrow to navigate to the previous image and, voilà! It’s 
the card for Reuben Shaubhut. 

 � CREATE A MEMORIAL PAGE. You can honor veterans and 
other ancestors by creating Memorial Pages with photos, 
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1  Click to add or change your search 
terms.

2  Filter the search results by conflict, 
title, publication name and more

3  Type dates to filter results by a range 
of years. 

22

88

7766

55
44

33

4  You can drill down to more-specific 
places, such as US states.

5  Click on a record to view a larger 
version.

6  Sort records by different factors, 
such as relevance, year, or date 
updated.

7  Filter out records that were added 
in a specific time period, such as in the 
past month since you last searched.

8  Toggle to Browse mode, which lets 
you look for records within specific 
collections and drill down to specific 
military units, dates, etc.

Viewing Search Results

11

stories and links to Fold3 records. To start with one of the 
automatically generated pages created from WWII Army 
Enlistment records, the Social Security Death Index and 
other data sets, search for a name. You also can use the Start a 
New Page link to create a page. You also can click Memorials 
> Create a Memorial.

You can create pages about any person, place or histori-
cal event. Access your pages by clicking Memorials > Your 
Memorials.

 � ATTACH RECORDS TO YOUR TREE. Have an Ancestry 
Member Tree? Click the Save to Ancestry button in Fold3’s 
image viewer to add the record to a pro�le in your tree. �

» Rick Crume
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DOCUMENTING MILITARY SERVICE
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Civil War Timeline

November 6: 
Abraham Lincoln is 
elected president

1860

February 8: The Confederate States of America form from 
states that have seceded: South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas

1861 1862

December 20: South Carolina 
becomes the �rst state to 
secede from the Union

April 12: Confederate forces �re on Fort 
Sumter (a Union base) in Charleston, 
S.C., beginning the war

April 17: Virginia secedes from the Union and joins the 
Confederacy; Arkansas, Tennessee and North Carolina 
follow in subsequent weeks

April 25: The Union captures 
New Orleans, a critical port city

April 26: The Confederate government 
institutes mandatory conscription for white 
men aged 18 to 35 (later extended to age 45, 
then 50); substitutes were allowed. Later in 
the year, overseers on large plantations are 
exempted

September 17: The Battle of Antietam, the  
�rst major battle fought on Union soil, takes  
place; with 22,000 casualties, the day is the 
single bloodiest in American military history



LI
B

R
A

R
Y

 O
F

 C
O

N
G

R
E

S
S

, P
R

IN
T

S
 &

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

S
 

D
IV

IS
IO

N

1863 1864 1865

January 1: Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclama-
tion frees the enslaved in 
Confederate territories; 
Black soldiers are allowed 
to enlist in the Union 
Army

March 3: The US Con-
gress enacts a military 
draft for men aged 
20 to 45; draftees can 
avoid service by paying 
a fee or providing a 
substitute

July 3: The pivotal 
Battle of Gettysburg 
ends in a Union vic-
tory; the three-day 
engagement results 
in some 50,000 
casualties

November 19: Lincoln deliv-
ers the Gettysburg Address

December 21: Sherman’s 
month-long “March to Sea” from 
Atlanta ends with the Union 
capture of Savannah, Ga.

September 2: Union 
General William T. Sherman 
captures Atlanta

November 8: Lincoln 
wins re-election

January 31: Congress approves the 13th Amendment 
that abolishes slavery; the needed majority of states 
ratify it on December 6

April 9: Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrenders 
to Union General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court 
House, Va., ending the war

April 15: Lincoln is 
assassinated by John 
Wilkes Booth; Southern 
Democrat Andrew 
Johnson assumes 
the presidency and 
oversees the start of 
Reconstruction

Kurz’s & Allison’s “Storming Fort Wagner” illustrates Union 

troops of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment (one of the 

�rst Black regiments in the war) engaging Confederate 

forces near Charleston, S.C., in July 1863.  
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� Study another record set—Civil War muster 
cards <www.familytreemagazine.com/
records/military/civil-war-muster-cards>.



family t reemagazine.com

Clockwise from upper left: a side drum, created circa 1864; a Civil 

War-era camp �ag; an 1858 Union soldier uniform on display at the 

Gettysburg Museum and Visitor Center; author Michael L. Strauss par-

ticipating in a Civil War reenactment in Newport News, Va.
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Wounded soldiers 

in a hospital during 

the Civil War

� Learn about clues in Civil War-era family 
photos <www.familytreemagazine.com/
photos/identifying/civil-war-photography>.
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To commemorate the sesquicentennial 
(150th anniversary) of the Civil War’s 
beginning, our May 2011 issue featured 
cover-to-cover articles about the war. 
And to celebrate the 10th anniversary of 

that issue, here are the best websites for 
researching ancestors who fought in the 
Civil War, identi� ed by David A. Fryxell in 
that issue: 
����The Civil War Soldiers and Sailors 
System <www.nps.gov/civilwar/
soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm>
����Fold3 <www.fold3.com>
����Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.com>
���� eHistory  <ehistory.osu.edu>
����American Battle �  eld Trust  <www.��
battlefi elds.org> (formerly the Civil War 
Trust)
���� Nationwide  Gravesite Locator
<gravelocator.cem.va.gov>
����Ken Burns’ “The Civil War” <www.��
pbs.org/kenburns/civil-war>
���� The Library  of Virginia
<www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/
civil-war>

You can view an expanded 
version of the article at <www.
familytreemagazine.com/records/
military/best-civil-war-websites>. 
A PDF of the Civil War-themed 
May 2011 issue is also available for 
purchase on our website <www.
familytreemagazine.com/product/
digital-issue-family-tree-magazine-
may-2011-w2158>. (Note: Given the 
10 years that have lapsed between 
publication and the present, 
some links and promotional o� ers 
mentioned in that issue may not still 
be active.)

From Our Archives: The Best Civil War Websites
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Once you’ve established a relative served, you can access 
several kinds of records to learn about his service.
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Military burials databases 
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Michael L. Strauss, AG  is a faculty member at the 

Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR) in 

Athens, Ga., where he coordinates the military courses. 

Contributing Editor Sunny Jane Morton  has ancestors 

who fought on both sides of the Civil War. LI
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President Abraham Lincoln (center) stands 

with Major General John A. McClernand 

(right) and head of intelligence services 

Allan Pinkerton (left) during an inspection 

of the Antietam battle�eld, October 1862



Military Records Checklist 
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Identify which US con�ict(s) your ancestor may have served in,  
then track your search for his or her service �les.

Name and birth/death years
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