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’ Genealogical Society volunteer Janet Gardner flips through a valume of Homecomings & Celebrations on Thursday aftermoan at the Huntsville
Public Library. Over the course of three years, Gardner, along with other volunteers have scanned, indexed the collections of Dorothy Mae

Hightower and her daughter, LaDeanna Hightower Holcomb, which docurented weddings, funerals and important celebrations in the local
- African-American community.

\ Through years of painstaking research and dedication,
| a trio of Huntsville women help solidify
African-American history in a new collection

- [eservi
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Remember the last time you flipped

| through your family history?
| Be it a photo album, a collection of
posteards, notes, poems or anything that
was saved by a prudent family member,
ere’s something intrinsicaily special
experiencing the past through a
: 1ty Mae Hightower




}ﬁg!mwer built cach val-

ume with small, yet im-

‘current  culture, a little
dose of history resting on
every page.
Upon  her  passing
in 2008 after a coura-
geous battle with can-
cer, Hightower's collee-
tm was passed to her
. who then took
the reins and continued
the work on her own.
Now. afler 20 bind-
ers have been filled with
more than two genera-
tmns of work, the full

SUBMITTED PHOTG

Pictured above is a page from a Sam Houston High School yearbook retovered by Mader Hedspefch.

of her own to pair with the
15 her mother had com-
pleted.

Together, though post-
humously, they were
crafting a narrative of
local black culture. The
love, the celebrations, the
togetherness, all on the
passing pages of a family
reunion or wedding an-
nouncement, is now set to
be seen forever.

In 2014, with the help of
the Genealogical Society
volunteers, Holcomb be-
gan the arduous process of
compiling every piece for
4 massive print and digital
preservation project,
~ “LaDeanna expressed
mnterest in leam{ng how to
scan, so she came in.and [
taught her how.” Gardner

tioned to a sodri

dove gracing the volumes™

bears 14 hooks, with some
pieces dating back to the
early 1950s.

“I'm just so thankful
that we were able to do
this because they deserve
it, they really do.” Gardner
said of Hightower and
Holcomb. “LaDeanna
is very passionate about
this work, She misses her
parents very much, She
was raised a very good.
Christian girl and she
was raised in & very fum-
ily-oriented  housshold.
She gets emational when
she talks about her (moth-
er)’"

“When | was W{J}king
on the covers, | had real-
v picked oul this miage
for LaDeanna’s volumes,”
Gardner said as

covers, “But when she
5aW it, she asked me if that
could be her mother's cov-
er, because the dove was
hermother’s favorite.”

At npearly the same
fime that work began
on  “Homegoings &
Celebrations”  in 2014,
library volunteer Mader
Hedspetch began a praject
in the same wvein, as she
worked (0 assemble a dig-
ital collection of the Sam
Houston  High  School
yearbook collection,

In 1968, Hedspetch
witnessed the closing of
the school’s doors as a
sophomore. Now a memn-
ber of the Sam Houston
ngh School  Alumni
Association, she actively
seglks out oid )’Barhqoksd
h documents  an
Etl;::& artifacts from the

-alongside

African-American school
in an effort to preserye its
history and legacy.

“Mader Hedspeteh,
who worked on the Sam
Houston High  School
collection, helped on
the “Homecomings &
Celebrations” collection,
too,” Gardner added.

“She would come in
and do anything we need-
¢d her to do. She went out
and gathered materials
and then came back to
help index and then she
would proofread. She was
wonderful”

Nearly 900 images, now
bound in permanent form,
tell the story from the high
school’s 1933, 1967 and
1968 classes, All three
volumes are on display
“Homegoings
& Celebrations™ at the li-

lot of ha.rd wwk.

pwuas;a

cade-long
Hightower under-
went and to cherish

the continued work of
Holcomb and Hedsp: tch,
the GeneangwaI Society
and the Huntsville Public
Library will honor the trio
with a celebration at the li-
brary on Saturday at 1:30
pm. The community is
invited to attend.

*“We had a gentleman
come in when we were
warking on this,” Gardner
remembered, “He had
been adopted, and he was
incarcerated  when  his
adoptive parents died, so
he wasn't able to attend
their funerals. He started
cryving when we showed
him the programs from
his mother and father's
services. That one inci-
dent is worth every hour,
every minule, every see-
ond that we put into this,

“These are  people.
These are their lives. This
is thm_r StOI'y Por S0HE,
this may be they only
story that anyone remem-
bers, or the only one thaj
is ever tol :




